
  352nd SPECIAL OPERATIONS GROUP 
 

 
 

LINEAGE 
2 Air Commando Group established, 11 Apr 1944 
Activated on 22 Apr 1944 
Inactivated on 12 Nov 1945 
Disestablished on 8 Oct 1948 
 
Reestablished, and consolidated (31 Jul 1985) with the 702 Strategic Missile Wing (ICM-Snark), 
which was established on 17 Jun 1958 
Activated on 1 Jan 1959 
Discontinued, and inactivated, on 25 Jun 1961 
Redesignated 352 Special Operations Wing on 31 Jul 1985 
352 Special Operations Group on 21 Sep 1992 
Activated on 1 Dec 1992 
 
Consolidated (17 Aug 1998) with the 39 Special Operations Wing, which was established as the 
39 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Wing on 20 Oct 1969 
Activated on 1 Jan 1970 
Redesignated 39 Special Operations Wing on 1 Mar 1988 
Inactivated on 1 Dec 1992 
Organization retains designation of 352 Special Operations Group 
 
STATIONS 
Drew Field, FL, 22 Apr 1944 
Lakeland AAFld, FL, 3 May 1944 
Alachua AAFld, FL, 9 Jun 1944 
Drew Field, FL, 17 Aug 1944 
Lakeland AAFld, FL, 22 Aug 1944 
Drew Field, FL, 23-28 Oct 1944 
Kalaikunda, India, 16 Dec 1944 



Karachi, India, 5-21 Oct 1945 
Camp Kilmer, NJ, 11-12 Nov 1945 
Presque Isle AFB, ME, 1 Jan 1959-25 Jun 1961 
Richards-Gebaur AFB, MO, 1 Jan 1970 
Eglin AFB, FL, 25 Jun 1971-May 1989 
Rhein-Main AB, Germany, 1 Jun 1989 
RAF Alconbury, England, 1 Jan 1992 
RAF Mildenhall, England, 17 Feb 1995 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
III Fighter Command, 22 Apr 1944 
Army Air Forces, India-Burma Theater, c. 12 Nov 1944 
Tenth Air Force, 10 Jul 1945 
Army Air Forces, India-Burma Theater, c. 18 Aug-Oct 1945 
45 Air Division, 1 Jan 1959-25 Jun 1961 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service, 1 Jan 1970 
Twenty-Third Air Force (later, Air Force Special Operations Command), 1 Oct 1983 
 
WEAPON SYSTEMS 
P-51, 1944, 1945 
L-5, 1944, 1945 
C-64, 1944, 1945 
C-47, 1944-1945 
CG4 gliders, 1944, 1945 
F-6, 1945; L-1, 1945 
L-4, 1945 
C-46, 1945 
Snark, 1959-1961 
CH/HH-3, 1970-c.1988 
CH/HH-53, 1970-c.1988 
HC-130, 1970 
HH-43, 1970-1973 
UH-1, 1970-1988 
HH-1, 1978-c.1988 
TH-1, 1978-c.1988 
UH-60, 1982-c.1988 
MC-130, 1987 
MH-53, 1989 
C-130, 1994 
 
COMMANDERS 
Capt L.H.Couch (acting), 22 Apr 1944 
Col Arthur R. DeBolt, 1 May 1944 
Col Alfred J. Ball Jr., 15 May 1945-unkn 
Lt Col Harry W. Robb, 1 Jan 1959 
Col Richard W. Beck, 15 Apr 1959 



Col Roger A. Stevenson, 22 May-25 Jun 1961 
Col Ritchie H. Belser Jr., 2 Jan 1970 
Col Lawrence N. Gordon, 23 Jul 1970 
Col James E. Dalton, 25 May 1973 
Col William E. Moore, 18 Feb 1975 
Col Billy R. McGee, 16 Jun 1977 
Col Philip S. Prince, 25 Jul 1977 
Col Edsel R. Field, 28 Apr 1980 
Col James P. Scarff Jr., 24 Feb 1981 
Col Albert L. Waters, 25 Jul 1983 
Col Edward N. Byra, 6 Aug 1985 
Col James L. Hobson Jr., 20 Mar 1987 
Col Byron R. Hooten Jr., 5 May 1989 
Col Eugene J. Ronsick, 11 Jul 1991 
Col Bennie D. Orrell, 1 Dec 1992 
Col Stephen R. Connelly, 13 Jul 1994 
Col Michael F. Planert, 7 May 1996 
Col John W. Zahrt, 15 May 1998 
Col Jeffrey W. Walls, 9 May 2000 
Col Otis G. Mannon, 14 Jul 2002 
Col Dennis M. Jones, 20 Oct 2003 
Col Marshall B. Webb, 23 Jun 2005 
Col Brian P. Cutts, 29 Jun 2007 
Col Lewis E. Jordan Jr., 23 Jul 2008 
 
HONORS 
Service Streamers  
None 
 
Campaign Streamers  
World War II 
India-Burma 
Central Burma 
 
Southwest Asia 
Defense of Saudi Arabia 
Liberation and Defense of Kuwait 
 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Streamers  
None 
 
Decorations  
Gallant Unit Citations 
15 Oct 2001-15 Apr 2002 
12 Feb-12 May 2003 
 



Meritorious Unit Award 
1 Oct 2005-30 Sep 2007 
 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with the Combat "V" Device 
14 Jan-23 Mar 1991 
1 Aug 1998-31 Jul 1999 
1 Aug 2000-31 Jul 2002 
1 Aug 2003-31 Jul 2005 
 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Awards 
1 Jul 1972-30 Jun 1974 
1 Jul 1976-30 Jun 1978 
20-29 Nov 1978 
2 Jul 1986-30 Jun 1988 
24 Mar 1991-31 Jul 1992 
1 Dec 1992-30 Jul 1993 
1 Aug 1994-31 Jul 1996 
1 Aug 1996-31 Jul 1998 
1 Aug 1999-31 Jul 2000 
 
EMBLEM 
Emblem (WWII):  On a white disc bordered blue an exclamation point flanked by two lightning 
flashes, all blue.  
 
(702nd) Azure, in base a demi-sphere light blue segmented by six arcs throughout argent, 
saltirewise overall issuant from sinister base a missile of the last with jet trail gules and from 
dexter base arras-wise a cubit arm proper grasping a sword of the third; in center chief a mullet 
of the like, all within a diminished bordure or. (Approved, 15 Feb 1961) 
        
Emblem (Current):  approved on 28 Feb 1995.  
 
MOTTO 
Ready, Able 
 
NICKNAME 
 
OPERATIONS 
Trained in Florida for air commando operations. Moved to India, Oct-Dec 1944: the troop carrier 
squadron flew their C-47s to India, arriving by late Oct; a group advanced echelon arrived mid-
Nov; and the majority of the group arrived mid-Dec. Between Nov 1944 and May 1945 the 
group dropped supplies to Allied troops who were fighting the Japanese in the Chindwin Valley 
in Burma; transported Chinese troops from Burma to China; transported men, food, ammunition, 
and construction equipment to Burma; dropped Gurka paratroops during the assault on Rangoon; 
provided fighter support for Allied forces crossing the Irrawaddy River in Feb 1945; struck 
enemy airfields and transportation targets in Thailand; and flew reconnaissance, light transport, 
and evacuation for ground forces in forward areas in Burma. After May 1945 the fighter 



squadrons were in training; in Jun the group's C-47s were sent to Ledo to move road-building 
equipment, and later the troop carrier squadron transferred to China. During Jun-Jul most of the 
group's L-5s were turned over to Fourteenth Air Force and the Liaison Squadrons were sent to 
the Pacific. The remainder of the group returned to the US, Oct-Nov 1945.  
 
The basic conception of an Air Commando Group was that it would be a self-sufficient air task 
force equipped with its own transport and fighter planes as an independent unit capable of 
carrying out special assignments. It was to land troops behind enemy lines, fly in reinforcements, 
and then bring in by air supplies and ammunition to sustain the forces on the newly won airhead. 
 
The Second Air Commando Group was activated April 22, 1944 by special orders issued by Air 
Force General H.H. "Hap" Arnold. Colonel Arthur R. DeBolt was Appointed Commanding 
Officer. Colonel DeBolt was given unlimited choice to select and obtain personnel and 
equipment to formulate his group First he had to establish a Group Headquarters Staff. 
 
Needed were two fighter squadrons to fly P-51. Each of these squadrons had an attached 
Airdrome Squadron to do "heavy" aircraft maintenance, construct living and eating facilities, 
establish a motor pool, and guard duty, construct air strips, and any other assignment needed to 
assist the fighting squadrons in the air. 
 
A troop carrier squadron, flying C-47 aircraft, was needed. A glider contingent was added. This 
squadron also had an Airdrome Squadron assigned for its needs. 
 
Three squadrons of liaison aircraft flying L-5s was needed. These squadrons had one Airdrome 
Squadron to service their needs. 
 
Finally, a Medical Detachment had to be assembled to care for the entire group. Following are 
the Group components - 1,853 men in all. 
 
Colonel DeBolt's first deadline to assemble and tram the components was six weeks. The 
impossibility of this was soon realized. Six months later the Group was ready to go. Key leaders 
obtained were Lt. Col. Levi Chase, Operations Officer, a flying ace in North Africa campaigns, 
and Major Jack Ball, Executive Officer. 
 
Two excellent experienced fighter squadrons from Panama were absorbed - pilots, crew chiefs, 
armament men, communications personnel, supply. To these were added two aerial photography 
sections and a few fighter pilots with combat experience in China and/or Burma. Thus the origin 
of the First and Second Fighter Squadrons. 
 
All other squadrons were selected from existing Air Force Units. A process of evaluating 
personnel took place. Men were transferred out if found wanting or if they did not wish to 
volunteer for this mission. The fighter squadrons were initially stationed at Lakeland, Florida, 
with Group Headquarters. The three Liaison Squadrons and the Troop Carrier Squadron were 
sent to Dunnellon Air Force Base in Florida. The gliders went to Alachua AFB at Gainesville, 
Florida. As part of the training, satellite fields were used and squadrons moved frequently. The 
fighter squadrons and headquarters moved to Alachua AB. Cross City, Drew Field at Tampa, 



back to Lakeland - all squadrons were subjected to sudden orders to move and personnel became 
efficient and professional. Cross-country training flights were taken by the C-47s. 
 
Nearly all group personnel entrained at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida, for a cross-country train 
ride to Camp Anza, California, where the U.S.S. General John Pope, a navy transport ship, 
awaited. The ship left Los Angeles November 8, 1944 - destination Bombay, India. While asea 
the boredom was broken; once when we sailed through a large gam of Blue Whales. Some of 
these monsters came quite close to the ship causing one man on a lower deck to opine, "they'll 
never get me to believe Jonah swallowed no whale"; another break came when the ship was 
attacked by a Japanese bi-plane using .30 cal. machine guns and no sense at all; the troops were 
all sent below and the foolhardy Jap was shot down by the ship's AA guns as it attempted to 
make a second pass. Our biggest fear was that the pilot might have radioed to nearby Jap-held 
Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean NE of Australia so the Pope sped rapidly out of the area. 
One over-night stop was made at Melbourne, Australia, for supplies and fuel. No troops were 
allowed to leave the ship. Thirty-two days out from Los Angeles, Bombay came into view. 
 
The C-47 pilots and crews of the 317th Troop Carrier Squadron flew their airplanes from the 
United States to South America, across the Atlantic and Africa, then across the Near East to 
India. This group arrived so far in advance of the boat people that they were sent into combat 
operations before the rest of their squadron arrived in India. 
 
Troops of the Second Air Commandos gathered along railroad tracks not too far from the ship in 
an area used for holding cattle. The ground was covered with rounded rocks approximately 6 to 
12 inches in diameter. We waited and waited and waited for our train. It became dark. Mail 
arrived and was distributed which was most welcome. Our musette bags, duffel bags, and gas 
masks became mattresses. The night wore on most uncomfortably with bodies on top of each 
other for warmth. It can be cold in India in December. Near daylight an engine chugged along on 
the track next to us pulling a string of antiquated passenger cars. The aisle in each car was on one 
side. Pipe framework held slat benches facing each other. A slat shelf above each bench could be 
lowered for another body if needed. Mattresses and bedding were unavailable for our three day 
three night journey. 
 
The floor on the godown was covered with large, loose cobblestones which kept prodding us 
awake. About midnight a British engine chuffed up beside our "roctel" pulling a series of 
passenger cars (certainly not Pullmans) and we were sorted into the cars which were to carry us 
to Kalaikunda. The cars and tracks they bridged were somewhat wider than their American 
equivalents. The seats were fastened crosswise to the floors so as to leave a 30 inch aisle on one 
side of the car. These seats were only about 18 inches wide and made of hardwood slats spaced 
about % of an inch apart. These seats were to be our "bunks" at night. About four feet above the 
"seats were similar "seats" folded up which we assumed were shelves for our clothing, but which 
were "upper" bunks. Every time the train jolted to a halt we were dumped on the soiled floor; if 
anyone had been using the upper bunks meeting the floor in this manner would hurt! 
 
This dilemma was directly attributable to the Army's system of selecting Train Commanders; 
strictly alphabetically and by rank from among the troop passengers. To our lot we fell under a 
newly commissioned Major who had never been overseas, never in the tropics, and who believed 



fervently that Majors never took advice from anyone, especially of lower rank, and totally 
disregarded what his eyes and other senses told him. The Captain of the transport had issued a 
mimeographed farewell message to his former passengers telling us we were now in the tropics 
where no one ever needed jackets or blankets — so our Major had all jackets and blankets loaded 
on a train traveling some 18 hours behind us! 
 
We were COLD, and in tropical India! Every time the train made a stop the troops would pour 
out of the cars and warm themselves over fires built of waxed, empty K-ration boxes alongside 
the tracks. The score with the major was evened when we reached our base at Kalaikunda as he 
was quartered with us a few days in barracks furnished with canvas cots. The major kept piling 
wool blankets atop himself, but still was COLD and no one would tell such a high-ranking major 
that a sheet of thin canvas below never kept out cold. 
 
Our train took us from Bombay on the west coast to ninety miles from Calcutta on the east coast 
- destination - Kalaikunda in Bengal Province. First impressions of India: masses of people; the 
smells, especially when the source of heat for the villagers is dried animal dung; the poverty with 
child beggars assaulting you at each stop; the cripples and diseased persons - some with huge 
open sores from syphilis; people sleeping on cement platforms in all of the railway stations; 
every bridge had people living underneath. The nights were so cold we would make small fires 
on the steel plates between cars using wood from ration boxes. Cans of water proofing for boots, 
shoe dubbing, were ignited to warm our hands. 
 
Finally we reached Kalaikunda, a large air base built by the British for B-29 bombers, probably 
with U.S. Lend Lease funds. The terrain here was very flat, and mostly old basalt flows. Where 
the decomposed basalt became soil, rice was grown. In general this was a poor agricultural area. 
A road followed the train track for about five miles to Kharagpur, a railroad repair center for the 
transcontinental railroad. Beyond Kharagpur a couple of miles were Midnapore, a typical rural 
Bengali town which was OUT-OF-BOUNDS for us. About seven miles from Kalaikunda, a B-29 
base, Salua, was located. We appreciated Salua because later upon returning from Cox's Bazaar, 
all of our furniture for our quarters was obtained there on a well planned "midnight requisition" 
raid. At no time were those thus deprived of their furniture aware of the location of the 
perpetrators. 
 
Quarters for our troops were primarily tents for the enlisted men and bashas for the officers. The 
bashas, as wore all permanent buildings, were made of mud-cement, poll- frames and thatched 
roofs. At first the officers of the fighter squadrons were housed in a long open building with 
folding cots. Later, bashas were assigned with two men to a small room. Two men would hire a 
"hearer" for forty-five rupees ($ 15) per month. His duties were to make beds, shine shoes, and 
take dirty clothes to the hand laundry", buy fruit, etc the caste system forbade hearers from 
picking up trash. An "untouchable" had to he hired for this. Due to the use of "night soil" for 
fertilizer only fruits or vegetables not in contact with the ground could be eaten. Our bearers 
bought bananas and tangerines for us as these were plentiful. 
 
When we arrived at Kalaikunda, the nights were cold, probably the temperatures were in the 
30'sF but the days were warm with few clouds. This was "Combat Weather". The weather 
changed upon our return from Burma as the monsoon season began, a time when the hot humid 



air from the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean is brought to the land by the excessive heat in 
the interior. Huge thunderheads would build up and the sky filled with billowing cumulus clouds 
making for rough flying weather. Then came the thunderstorms, rain, and high humidity. We 
sweated 24 hours a day with resulting problems of heat rash, jock itch, athlete's foot, and fungus 
infections of the ears. Mosquito nets were mandatory for the beds and Atabrine was taken daily 
to suppress malaria if one became infected. The heat and sweating made salt tablets part of the 
eating experience - eight to twelve tablets per day were not unusual, a practice no longer used.+ 
 
Each in his own way made "a home" at Kalaikunda. Kharagpur had few shops, the mostly 
Anglo-Indian railroad supervisors had old spacious homes, but there was no interaction with the 
troops. As a result most of the troops seldom left the base, and the longer we were there the more 
reluctant people became to leave, in one case turning down the opportunity to visit the Taj 
Mahal. We became our own ingrown community!! 
 
When visiting Kharagpur, every GI was pestered by young men selling rubies. After much 
dickering, a sale was usually made to the American's benefit - a real ruby for $10.00. Soon it was 
apparent that jeep tail-lights were stolen and cut to gem stone resemblances. The great ruby 
bonanza soon went bust. There were two or three small cubby holes where real gems could be 
purchased. Because ships were unavailable for the export trade during the war, the gem 
companies in Ceylon (Sri Lanka) sent sales people to set up shop near military bases. These men 
were most knowledgeable, and if one took the time, they would explain and show you 
differences between glass imitations, synthetic stones, and the real thing. Bargains were to be 
had in garnets, amethyst, aquamarine, topaz, and especially sapphires - all native stones. Real 
rubies came from Burma. 
 
In January, 1945, several bases were set up by the four Airdrome Squadrons of the Group. These 
Airdrome Squadrons were a unique feature of the 2nd Air Commando Group. Each squadron had 
personnel and equipment to operate a large air base. There were ordnance men, aircraft 
mechanics and technicians, welders, carpenters, communication and transportation personnel, 
parachute packers and repairmen, control tower operators, cooks and guards. Theirs was the 
heavy drudgery of building bases at landing strips, keeping the planes flying and making the 
flying personnel as comfortable as possible. They worked 24 hours a day, with the sun beating 
down at 140 degrees at noon and rain drenching them in the evening. They receive little glory 
but the pilots knew that without them the Group could not operate. 
 
By working night and day at the rear base in India a supply and maintenance depot was 
organized to repair six different types of aircraft. Warehouses stocking thousands of parts were 
improvised out of hundreds of plywood belly tank boxes. Machine shops as large as those of a 
service group were built in temporary hangars. The Group's planes were readied, and soon the 
flying squadrons were operating out of four advanced bases in Burma. 
 
All squadrons arrived without equipment, supplies, and planes except the 317th Troop Carrier 
Squadron. They flew their planes over from the States, arrived a month before the rest of us, 
were committed to help the British-Indian units in combat in the Chindwin Valley Campaign, 
and transported a Chinese division and animals from Myitkyina to China over "the Hump". Most 



of the ground personnel for the 317th came on the boat. They too had to set up operations at 
Kalikunda in January. 
 
As the month progressed, equipment and supplies arrived gradually. Airplanes were ferried in, 
serviced, checked out, and flown. By the first week of February, combat operations were near, 
and the massive airlift to Cox's Bazaar for the operation of the fighter squadrons began. The 
155th Liaison Squadron moved to Central Burma, the 127th to Akyab, the 317th Troop Carrier 
to Palel, and later the 156th Liaison to Central Burma - all moves were efficiently carried out 
while the four airdrome squadrons were taken where they were needed. A concept of the work 
and planning involved in this short time is obtained when one considers that the Second Air 
Commando Group arrived in Kalaikunda, India, on December 14, 1944 and the fighter squadrons 
flew their first combat mission out of Cox's Bazaar February 16, 1945. From this time until the 
Group disbanded, elements were distributed all over parts of China, Burma, and India - a true 
representative of the CBI. 
 
Combined operations began in February when the 1st and 2nd Fighter Squadrons, (Commando), 
commanded by Lt. Col. William Buxton of Memphis, Tennessee, and Lt. Col. Roger Pryor of 
Starkville, Mississippi, roared over the mountains to clear the way for the 14th Army with high-
explosive bombs, fire tanks, rockets, and machine gun fire. As the destruction mounted and local 
targets became fewer, Lt. Col. Levi R. Chase of Cortland, New York, Group Deputy Commander 
of all fighter operations, led the P-51s into the vastness of Central Siam to strike the Japanese Air 
Fields in Southeast Asia. Eight air fields in Siam were hit, all involving round trips of 1,560 
miles and over, but the juiciest was Don Muang airbase near Bangkok, Siam. In two raids on 
March 15th and April 9th the Japanese lost so many planes that they were unable to give air 
support to their Burma armies. The 2nd Air Commando Group box score for these two days was: 
50 planes destroyed, 4 probably destroyed, and 22 damaged. Three days later Lt. General (then 
Maj. Gen.) George E. Stratemeyer, Air Commander Eastern Air Command, presented the Oak 
Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star to Lt. Col. Chase for this great aerial victory which gave the 
Fourteenth Army a clear sky to Rangoon. 
 
The first task of the Fighter pilots was close air support of the Irrawaddy bridgehead operation 
successfully undertaken by the IV Corps at Nyaungu. Our P-51s subsequently rendered similar 
support all the way to Meiktila and provided fighter cover for Commando and RAF C-47s 
arriving at Meiktila Airfield. Missions varied from ground strafing to pin-point attacks with 500 
pound GPTI bombs and 110 gallon Napalm tanks. The accuracy of these attacks is evidenced by 
the following tribute from General Messervy, Commanding General, IV Corps: "Now that the 
first three phases of the Multivite operation have been completed and-we are starting on the final 
and decisive one, I would like to say how much I appreciate the wonderful cooperation you have 
given and are giving our troops. I have spoken personally to many of them and each and 
everyone, from Commanding General down to private soldier, has nothing but praise for the 
excellent close support and magnificent scale of air supply they are getting from you and your 
crews. I am confident that with your help, this Corps will not only successfully complete the 
present operation, but will go on hunting and killing the Nasty Nips till they've had it in Burma 
and beyond." 
 



As the burden of supporting the bridgehead operation was lightened, a large percentage of the 
Group's fighter strength was transferred to counter-air force activity and a series of strikes 
against Jap-held airfields in Burma followed. These missions were led by Group Deputy 
Commander, Lt. Colonel Levi R. Chase, the Group Commander, Colonel Arthur R. DeBolt, and 
his Executive Officer, Lt. Colonel John Ball. 
 
4.25 Rockets were added to the P-51s bag of tricks, end proved effective on fixed installations, 
the greatest damage was done with old reliable 50 Cal. incendiary ammunition and the new 
Napalm, which, according to ground observation, brought fiery death to over 3,000 Jap troops. 
Burma Airfields which were repeatedly hit and badly mauled included Hlegu, Hmawbi, 
Kalaywa, Lewe I and II, Magwe, Mingaladon, Moulmein, Mudon, Pyinmana I and II, Tavoy, 
Tavoy West and South, Tavoy Satellite, Tennant, Toungoo, and Zayatkwin. 
 
Nowhere in the many theatres of war has the decisive factor of air power been so clearly 
demonstrated as in Burma during the operations of the 2nd Air Commando Group. The Allies 
had many fighters, the Japanese few. Therefore, the enemy could move only at night. The 14th 
Army had air supply and could ignore enemy infiltration in the rear. The Japs had none, and 
consequently a good part of their army's strength was lost in unsuccessful attacks to keep their 
road and rail lines open. American air units had hundreds of light planes and had made a science 
of the art of air evacuation of wounded. The Japs had none. Their wounded were left to die on 
the battlefield. 
 
The 2nd Air Commando Group kept going continuously fighting to save planes and pilots. One 
evil day in March, 126 planes were grounded for parts, but the Group S-4 Captain William 
Warren, of Dunn, North Carolina, flew all over India picking up a piece here and a piece there, 
and six days later all 126 planes were flying again. When a 2nd Commando Group pilot was 
reported missing, the rescue system went into action. On March 26th, Lt. Col. Levi R. Chase, ace 
fighter pilot was forced down only 35 miles from Rangoon, 250 miles behind the Jap lines. 
Seven and a half hours later he was whisked right out from under the eyes of the Japs by Air 
Commando L-5s which performed "impossible" landings in nearby rice paddies. Pilot after pilot 
was rescued in this manner, and the harrowing prospect of walking out of the jungle for weeks or 
even months was a thing of the past. 
 
Cox's Bazaar became our base of operations because the field could accommodate our P-51s and 
maintenance facilities. Gasoline and supplies could be brought by sea to Chittagong to the north 
and then by road, the long range of the P-51 enabled all of Burma to be covered by fighter 
capabilities. Approximate air distances from Cox's Bazaar were: Kalaikunda 310 miles; Calcutta 
245 miles; Mandalay 265 miles; Meiktila 255 miles; Rangoon 410 miles; Akyab 110 miles. 
Cox's Bazaar was also a permanent base for some units of the British 14th Army. It had an all-
weather (black top) runway which was long enough to accommodate disabled bombers in an 
emergency. The airfield was located on the soft sand of the beach. Interlocking steel plates 
formed parking areas for our P-51s. Our 327th Airdrome Squadrons built these. 
 
The runway was wide enough for two planes to take off together. At times strong cross winds 
came in from the bay up to twenty-five miles per hour. This caused some problems, especially 
when landing, because if a plane was forced off of the runway it went into soft sand. This 



happened to Lt. James McClenahan of the First Fighter Squadron. His plane flipped upside down 
and he was suspended until sand was dug away from the canopy which took several minutes. He 
was not injured. The following day at the same location a British pilot flying a P-47 flipped, but 
he was killed with a broken neck. His safety belt wasn't fastened. 
 
A small river entered the Bay of Bengal just to the north of our runway. Soft beach sand was at 
the end of the runway. One day in February Dr. Borrella, flight surgeon of the Second Fighter 
Squadron, and others were watching planes take off with 500 pound bombs when the engine of 
Ole #20, Bonnie Mayer's plane, cut out with the wheels about three feet off of the ground. Lt. 
Bob Beck, the pilot, set the plane back on the runway and applied brakes to no avail. As #20 
went off the runway and into the sand, the under carriage was torn off, the propeller blades 
resembled an umbrella frame, and the two 500 pound bombs sailed forward about twenty yards. 
The bombs were not armed!! Lt. Beck was not injured, but Ole #20 was turned over to the 327th  
Airdrome Squadron for major repairs. The soft sand acted as a braking device. 
 
Housing facilities consisted of tents for the enlisted men and crude bashas for the officers. These 
bashas had pole frames, woven mats for walls and partitions, and mats on the sand for flooring. 
In the evening when lights came on bugs by the hundreds appeared to the delight of the fat toads 
who came for supper. One of the British Army units had built a large complex for their officers 
which was nearby and unoccupied, but we were not allowed to use these facilities. A couple of 
weeks before we left, First and Second Fighter Squadron squatters occupied the quarters for the 
duration of our stay. 
 
While in Cox's Bazar, several British officers were assigned to help us in planning missions and 
coordinating air strikes when attacks were in progress. In the Battle of Meiktila, aircraft cab 
ranks were established over the ground action to be called down when the troops needed special 
assistance. A Gurkha officer, a Scot named Allen, whom we genuinely liked, was with us. 
 
In April 1945, Allen had been driving a jeep in Central Burma where the roads were horrible and 
had been chewed up by heavy equipment. The dust was monstrous — into everything — 
especially the eyes. Allen came to see us and wanted help for his eyes. I told h im to see Doc 
Booth, the squadron surgeon. "He'll put some Murine in your eyes," I said. Allen's reply, "To hell 
with that. It's going to he a poor day before I let any Yank piss in my eyes!" Never before had he 
heard of Murine. 
 
We were all on the point system. Regardless of rank if you had more points than the next guy, 
you went home first. The 2nd Air Commandos went home in bunches some by air, and some by 
boat; some used a little of each. The largest group flew from Cox's Bazaar to Karachi (now in 
Pakistan) then waited several days for a troop ship. Everyone was anxious to get home, but 
somehow there were some already beginning to feel a vague nostalgia at leaving a place and time 
to which there could be no return. Yet each delay was bided restlessly; even new sights and 
interesting differences were not quite so alluring, and temporary quarters at Camp Malir at the 
southern edge of the Sind Desert became just a sandy-waste motel. Karachi was an interesting, 
cosmopolitan city with fine restaurants and shops bearing Arabic-Oriental interests. The 
Commandos took this in, but each return to the barracks was followed by "any news about our 
ship." 



 
The day came when we boarded the troop ship USS General LeRoy Eltinge and headed out into 
the Arabian Sea, crowding the ship's railings for our last view of the still mysterious Orient (no 
one seriously expected to see Stateside so soon). The sea was oily smooth under a calm so 
complete that sail boats merely drifted and flying fishes would burst from the depths and, with 
no carrying wind, crash back into the waters almost at once. This eerie, unruffled calm stayed 
with old LeRoy until the entrance to the Red Sea broached. Then shortly meek and mild breezes 
put wrinkles in the blue "Red Sea" and cooled and soothed bored passengers. A lone peace-
relaxed British submarine flaunted by, headed for some quiet port to the south. Reading books 
from the transport's small library, cards and quiet chats held boredom at arm's length as we 
pushed through desert bordered waters. 
 
Entering the Suez Canal caused some stir as those who were familiar with the Panama Canal 
looked for locks, only to find that Suez was mostly a big ditch with a few "way stations" 
clustered along the Egyptian side. News was broadcast to the troops, but the absence of war 
bulletins kept interest low, unless it concerned items from home. Briefly the ship docked at Port 
Said (pronounced Sah-eed). A portly, rather pompous British port officer on boarding the ship 
tried correcting the troops pronunciation of Said but was answered with raucous shouts such as "I 
said didn't I." The port was busy with freighters and no warships which implied all was well with 
the world. No mail for the troops, there simply wasn't time to make the arrangements. The 
Eltinge entered the Mediterranean Sea and threaded its' way through to the gates of Hercules 
pummeled now by strengthening breezes a foretaste of what awaited the ship in the Atlantic. A 
migrant nightingale fluttered its way into one of the staterooms allowing its portrait to be painted 
before being set free on its trek to Africa. Stripped of war paraphernalia, the journey through was 
uneventful. 
 
If one was out on deck as the ship entered the Atlantic, a bright red sunrise over Gibraltar and 
Tangier was worth the early rising, but as the old sailors wisely say, "Red sails in the morning, 
sailors take warning," the ocean was about to release fury on the happy vessel. The storm struck 
with strong winds and high waves, then followed rain in squalls hurled viciously against the ship 
— particularly where a porthole might have been left unbolted. Meals were ready at the 
stipulated hours, but rather poorly attended. As one went towards the serving table, up one side 
of the room, those with loaded trays moved in the opposite direction. The ship heeled violently 
as one man reached his table, he sat down, missing the bench, but his tray hit the table and was 
up-ended on to the lap of the soldier, all upside-down except for a bowl of pudding which landed 
right-side up atop the tray. The soldier very carefully scooped up the pudding with his hand and 
dumped it into the mess on his lap! To the cheers of the mess hall he arose, got another tray, and 
rejoined the line. The best way was to forget the tray, grab two slices of bread with which meat 
and gravy could be seized, then stagger to the nearest table, sit on the end and watch the show. 
 
Traveling the great circle route, when we were about 300 miles south of Newfoundland, we were 
joined by a daring pair of snowy owls. They found the radar mast of the ship was an excellent 
perch from which they would occasionally launch themselves towards the sea and fly between 
the crests of the waves just touching their talons to surface then return to the radar perch — when 
their talons gripped hard enough to make static for the radar operator, the ship's whistle would 
groan loudly and the birds would take off. They were with us two days, possibly more. We 



arrived at New York in weather fair enough for views of The Statue of Liberty and other views 
of the harbor and city. The General Eltinge berthed unabashedly next to the USS Missouri. The 
Red Cross and Salvation Army met us at dockside and were surprised at how the troops guzzled 
the fresh cold milk. 
 
To be honest, we cannot remember whether we went to Camp Kilmer, NJ by truck or train but 
we got there on Nov. 11th 1945; Armistice Day of another World War. A fitting date for all. 
They kept us busy at Kilmer filling out all sorts of forms in between scurries for phones to speak 
with our families and finally presented us with discharge papers dated ahead to an official date 
plus accrued leaves. There were muted feelings as everyone suddenly realized that we were 
leaving comrades-in-arms, some of whom we might not ever see again. On Nov. 12th we fled the 
camp — free and headed for HOME. Home where it was discovered by many that carefully 
protected civilian clothing no longer fit and that the old home town was different. A few of our 
old friends and acquaintances were gone never to be seen again. Our thoughts and business 
became again, strictly our own and plans for the future took precedence over any others and 
returns to schools or "work" guided only by what we wanted or could do. 
 
As for the unit known as the Second Air Commando Group, it was officially inactivated on 12 
Nov. 1945 and completely disbanded on 8 Oct. 1948. Reunions and correspondence and visits 
during travels tell us that there will always be a second Air Commando Group in our memories 
and what we leave behind! 
 
The astonishing total of missions accomplished in the combined operations of the Second Air 
Commando Group, These results were achieved in spite of serious handicaps, such as difficulties 
in obtaining aircraft parts and the severe hail storm of March 12, 1945 which destroyed or 
damaged 117 aircraft including 44 CG-4As, 54 L-5s, 7 UC-64s and 12 P-51s.  Quick recovery 
from these setbacks was largely due to the efforts of Captain William Warren, Group Air Corps 
supply officer, when flew to all parts of India and North Burma to locate vital parts.  Credit is 
equally due to the untiring maintenance work of the four Airdrome Squadrons who established a 
truly remarkable record of keeping planes in the air. Without the work of these rear ground 
echelons it is doubtful whether the Second Air Commando Group could have met its 
commitments 
 
There are several mitigating factors to consider in evaluating the accident summary of the Group. 
Thirteen of the fighter accidents were due to enemy action, accounting for the majority of flying 
accidents. Pilot fatigue from long missions, inadequate forward strips and night landings 
contributed to the landing accidents experienced. 
The Group consists of the following units: 
Headquarters, 2nd Air Commando Group 
1st and 2nd Fighter Squadrons, Commando  
127th, 155th and 156th Liaison Squadrons, (C) 
317th Troop Carrier Squadron, Commando 
327th, 328th, 340th and 342nd Airdrome Squadrons 
236th Medical Dispensary (Aviation) 
 



THE MEDICAL RECORDS AND MEDICS The men who diagnosed the ills and injuries, 
jabbed one with hypodermic needles and dosed your symptoms and disorders, kept the 
Commandos in fighting trim; again a thankless task, were tops. Unfortunately those records from 
the medics are based on "rates per 1,000 per annun" but you who were sick or injured and used 
the medical care services know how well things were done. The 236th Medical Dispensary and 
the doctors, dentists and their assistants were right there when and where we needed them. 
 
The accomplishments of the Communications Section are difficult to measure statistically. One 
index of work is the number of code groups handled daily by the Group Message Center and 
detachments in the forward areas. The work of servicing and maintains radio installations in 185 
aircraft, replacing 35 telephone poles and stringing $5 miles of wire to replace storm damage, 
and servicing and operating 120 base telephones is not easily converted to numerical charts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 702d, the only Snark missile wing in the USAF, performed intercontinental missile test 
operations from Patrick AFB, Florida, Apr-Jun 1959, and from the Atlantic Missile Range at 
Cape Canaveral, Florida, c. Dec 1959-Jun 1961. The 39th, as an Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Wing, flew numerous rescue sorties and from Jan 1970 until mid-1971, supported 
Strategic Air Command missile silos. After moving to Eglin AFB, FL in Jun 1971, wing 
assumed responsibility for rescue detachments in the Western Hemisphere and Europe. Later, as 
a Special Operations Wing, the 39th continued to fly rescue sorties, but also trained and 
participated in special operations exercises. The Wing began moving to Germany in May 1989 
and became the air component of Special Operations Command Europe. In response to Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait on 2 Aug 1990, most personnel deployed to Turkey (12-17 Jan 1991), and 
operated as part of the special operations Joint Special Operations Task Force (JSOTF) 
ELUSIVE CONCEPT. Trained for and performed special operations missions in the European 
Command area of operations, including establishing air assault landing zones, controlling close 
air support by strike aircraft and gunships, and trauma care for wounded and injured personnel. 
Deployed elements participated in PROVIDE COMFORT II. In 1993 the Group began 
supporting Operations PROVIDE PROMISE and DENY FLIGHT. In addition, flew 
humanitarian missions to eastern Europe, southwest Asia, and Africa.  
 
The 352D Special Operations Group is an essential part of the Air Force Special Operations 
Command based at RAF Mildenhall in the United Kingdom. The group is comprised of more 
than 700 dedicated men and women from not only the Air Force, but also includes personnel 
from the U.S. Army and Navy assigned to the unit from Special Operations Command Europe. 
The group is the only Air Force special operations unit in theater.  
 
Under the operational control of SOCEUR, the 352D SOG plans and executes specialized and 
contingency operations using advanced aircraft, tactics and air refueling techniques to infiltrate, 
exfiltrate, and resupply special operations forces. The unit has five squadrons and three different 
types of aircraft assigned and are managed administratively by AFSOC.  
 



The group or its squadrons have deployed in support of Desert Storm, Assured Response, 
Support Hope, Silver Anvil, Provide Comfort, Provide Promise, Deny Flight, Joint Endeavor, 
Deliberate Force, Guardian Light, Guardian Assistance, Allied Force, Atlas Response, Shining 
Express, Autumn Return, Operations Enduring and Iraqi Freedom. Most recently, the group 
spearheaded Air and Land operations for Joint Task Force-Lebanon, and regularly is called on to 
support special operations for OEF-Tran Sahara.  
 
In May 1993. as part of the drawdown of forces in Europe, it was announced that the USAF-
operated base at RAF Alconbury was to be returned to the UK Ministry of Defence. As part of 
this return, the 352nd Special Operations Group and its associated aircraft the MH-130E, HC-
130P/H and MH-53, will begin transfering to RAF Mildenhall in October 1994. 
 
The 352nd SOG's mission is the infiltra-ion. exfiltration. resupply. andaerial refueling of special 
forces assets. The Group is the air component for the Commander. Special Operations Europe, 
and provides air assets to the U.S. Special Operations Command through the Air Force Special 
Operations Command. The 352nd can trace its lineage and honors back to the 2nd Air 
Commando Group which was activated April 22. 1944 at Drew Field, Fla. Today the Group has 
approximately 1.060 personnel who fly. support, and maintain a fleet of 17 aircraft 
 
Principal units assigned to the Group include the 7th. 21st and 67th Special Operations 
Squadrons; the 321st Special Tactics Squadron, the 352nd Maintenance Squadron and the 352nd 
Operations Support Squadron. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1,300-member coalition force, spearheaded by Joint Special Operations Task Force 2, 
operates 10 miles outside of Brindisi at San Vito Air Station. Its role: supporting NATO troops 
deployed to Bosnia-Herzegovina and aircrews monitoring a no-fly zone above that volatile 
country, where swarming Serbian mobs attacked Army patrols in September. Bolstered by 
commandos from France's Armee de l'Air (air force) and a sprinkling of U.S. soldiers and 
sailors, the 352nd Special Operations Group, RAF Mildenhall, England, and the 16th Special 
Operations Wing, Hurlburt Field, Fla., comprise most of the joint task force. In 1993, the two Air 
Force units initially deployed people and hardware to San Vito while supporting Operation 
Provide Promise, a humanitarian airlift that sustained thousands of sick and starving civilians 
trapped by Bosnia's civil war. Eventually, as Balkan peacekeeping efforts began in earnest, that 
tasking switched to Operation Deny Flight, with 352nd SOG and 16th SOW resources staying 
put. And they will maintain a sizable presence there as long as U.S. F-16 Falcons, French 
Mirages or English Tornadoes continue flying air-policing missions, said Col. Rich Stimer, the 
coalition group's commander this summer. "Supporting the fighter community is a big part of 
our 
mission," said Stimer, who is chief of air operations for U.S. Special Operations Command, 
MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. "We possess an all-weather, around-the-clock capability to go in 
and get them if anything goes wrong." Things did "go wrong" for one French aircrew on Aug. 
30, 1995, during the first day of Operation Deliberate Force, NATO's bombing campaign that 



eventually forced Bosnian factions into a truce. Within an hour after the campaign began, 
Serbian ground forces shot down a Mirage, capturing its injured pilot and weapon systems 
officer. Unaware the Frenchmen were prisoners, special operations members flew nightly 
reconnaissance missions into Bosnia from Italy, hoping to locate and then rescue the men. On 
one flight, two MH-53 Pave Low helicopters from Mildenhall's 21st Special Operations 
Squadron - exposed by bright moonlight - came under heavy anti-aircraft and small-arms fire. 
Seventy-five miles deep into hostile territory, the choppers, call signs Knife 44 and 47, slugged 
their way out while receiving help from a Hurlburt AC-130 Spectre, two A-10s, two Marine 
F-18s and a Navy EA-6. Staff Sgts. Dennis Turner and Randy Rutledge, Knife 44 side-gunners 
from Hurlburt's 20th SOS, were wounded by searing shrapnel during the fight but managed to 
return a furious fusillade of their own. Both men received Purple Hearts. "There was a lot of 
heroism in that aircraft," recalled pilot Maj. Mark Harmon, whose actions that hair-raising 
night won him a Cheney Award for valor. "We took a lot of fire." And not just then; during a 
search the night before, bullets and tracers hit other low-flying Pave Lows. "The effort and 
courage displayed in those two days defies comprehension," said Col. Michael Planert, 352nd 
SOG commander. He added that all involved, not just the helicopters crews, "poured their 
hearts" into the missions. "Support people, maintenance, everyone." Besides providing combat 
search and rescue, Mildenhall's 21st and 7th SOS, using MH-53s and MC-130H Combat Talon 
IIs, also ferried troops into Sarajevo and Tuzla, and played a key role in Bosnia's 1996 elections 
by flying 54 U.S. delegates - including special envoy Richard Holbrooke - to eight polling sites 
scattered throughout the war-scarred country. During the delegate shuttles, Hurlburt 16th SOS 
Spectres patrolled travel routes, and MC-130P Combat Shadows from Mildenhall's 67th SOS 
refueled helicopters and provided airborne command and control. All these special ops 
resources are now based at San Vito, but for 34 years during the Cold War, the place hosted 
various intelligence people that intercepted and analyzed transmissions from former Warsaw 
Pact countries. You can still see the big Flare-9 antenna - nicknamed the elephant cage - they 
used. And though the base supposedly closed in October 1994, as part of the U.S. military 
drawdown, the Bosnian mission keeps San Vito's gates open. Most of the buildings are sealed, 
except for needed housing and a few workshops and recreational areas that are still maintained, 
said Chief Master Sgt. Ron Aitken of the 31st Expeditionary Air Base Squadron, which supports 
the special ops task force. "The pervasive attitude was, 'We are moving out shortly, so don't 
spend much on the base," Aitken said. "But a 10-day deployment turned into six-months, which 
turned into three years. As a result, the infrastructure has begun to collapse on itself." A crew of 
25 Air Force civil engineers and 21 civilians keep the place up and running. They even upgraded 
several dormitories. "Our primary concern is improving the quality of life for folks here," said 
Aitken, who normally is assigned to Kelly Air Force Base, Texas. "We are trying to provide them 
more than what is offered at other forward-deployed locations." Surrounded by artichoke fields 
and vineyards, San Vito's 318-acre site is too small for a runway and flightline, so Pave Lows 
and fixed-wing aircraft operate from a nearby Italian air force base. However, Mildenhall 
helicopter crews do land on the old base golf course for practice. And not just for Bosnian 
operations. As the only Air Force special operations unit permanently aligned under U.S. 
European Command, the 352nd SOG works a variety of theater contingencies, such as 
evacuating civilians during African coup attempts or supporting Operations Southern and 
Northern Watch in Saudi Arabia and Turkey. It also rushed troops to Dubrovnik, Croatia, when 
an Air Force CT-43 carrying Commerce Secretary Ron Brown crashed into a mountain. Arriving 
in a nasty rainstorm, 21st SOS Pave Lows inserted the first search-and-rescue teams, followed 



by a 67th SOS MC-130P. Mildenhall crews remained on scene until the last body was removed. 
It's at the end of Via Appia, though, where they travel most often. Staff Sgt. Chuck Shock, 21st 
SOS aerial gunner, has deployed to San Vito 15 times. Out of his four years stationed at 
Mildenhall, he's spent nearly two in Italy. "We might as well move on down south," he 
halfheartedly joked. But that would be a break with tradition. One that Roman foot soldiers 
started 20 centuries ago, of marching along Via Appia just to head elsewhere. 
 
 
Performed Snark intercontinental missile test operations from Patrick AFB, Fla, Apr-Jul 1959, 
and from Atlantic Missile Range, Cape Canaveral, Fla, Dec 1959-Jun 1961. Was only Snark 
missile wing in USAF. Briefly controlled a missile squadron at Patrick AFB in 1959, and later a 
detachment at the same base. 
 
Headquarters SAC activated the 702d Strategic Missile Wing (ICM-Snark) at Presque Isle AFB, 
Maine, and assigned it to the Eighth Air Force.  This was the first SAC missile wing to be 
assigned to a numbered air force. On 1 April 1959, Headquarters SAC assigned the 556th 
Strategic Missile Squadron (ICM-Snark), Patrick AFB, Florida, to the 702d SMW.  The 556th 
SMS was scheduled to move to Presque Isle in July, but before this action could be taken, 
Headquarters SAC inactivated the squadron on 15 July 1959.  This action, combined with the 
cancellation of the programmed activation of the 702d Missile Maintenance Squadron, left the 
702d SMW in the unique position of having no subordinate units. All operational and 
maintenance functions associated with the Snark were carried out by the 702d SMW's deputy 
commander for missiles. 1 JAN 1959 
 
The first Snark missile was delivered to the 702d Strategic Missile Wing at Presque Isle AFB, 
Maine. 27 MAY 1959 
 
The first Snark missile went on alert at the 702d Strategic Missile Wing, Presque Isle AFB, 
Maine. 18 MAR 1960 
 
Headquarters SAC declared the 702d Strategic Missile Wing (ICM-Snark) at Presque Isle AFB, 
Maine, to be operational. 28 FEB 1961 
 
At the same time the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was installing Bomarcs at Dow and Otis, 
they constructed facilities for Snark missiles at Presque Isle Air Force Base. The first American 
intercontinental missile, the Snark was a weapon of the Strategic Air Command. It was a long-
range, winged, pilotless missile manufactured by Northrop Aircraft. Powered by a turbo-jet 
engine, it was the first U.S. Long-range missile to be tested. Over sixty-seven feet long, with a 
diameter of fifteen feet and a wing span of forty-two feet; it had a range of about 5,000 miles. On 
December 31, 1958, SAC activated the 702nd Strategic Missile Wing (ICM-Snark) at Presque 
Isle AFB, about 25 miles south of Loring AFB, and assigned it to the 45th Air Division. The 
702nd was SAC's first (and last) operational SNARK missile unit and was plagued with many 
problems in attaining combat-ready status. By March 15, 1960, the 556th Intercontinental 
Guided Missile Squadron had sufficient facilities and SNARKS to begin limited alert operations. 
 



The Snark installation at Presque Isle, the only one constructed in the entire country consisted 
essentially of several assembly and maintenance buildings with nearby launcher pads from which 
missiles mounted on mobile launchers could be fired. Finally, after many setbacks, the 702nd 
Strategic Missile Wing attained full combat-ready status on February 28,1961, only to be 
inactivated on June 25 due to President Kennedy's early decision to delete the SNARK weapon 
system from the Air Force arsenal. The Snark, was a guided missile with limited speed and 
capabilities, and in the rapid evolution of missile technology (i.e. ICBMs), it was outmoded 
almost before the Presque Isle installation was completed. 
 
Headquarters SAC replaced the 702nd Strategic Missile Wing at Presque Isle AFB with a 
caretaker unit, and assigned it to the 42nd Combat Support Group at Loring AFB. On July 1, 
1961, the 42nd CSG accepted all responsibility for the disposition of facilities and buildings at 
Presque Isle. This did not include the Flightline facilities as the City of Presque Isle had accepted 
the runway and several hangars on October 1,1959. The Air Force had offered these to the city 
once the 75th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron had been transferred to Dow AFB, Maine, in July 
1959. On December 15, 1961, the City of Presque Isle assumed responsibility for the majority of 
the remaining base. The Air Force disposed of $141,000,000 in supplies and excess equipment. 
The SNARK missile and its components composed a large portion of this figure. 
 
The missiles and launchers were declared obsolete and excess, disassembled and the reusable 
parts saved while the bulk of the missile and launcher were cut in smaller pieces and sold as 
scrap metal. A total of 30 SNARKS ended their very short life in this manner. 
 
Assignment of First Missile Wing to a Numbered Air Force - The first missile wing was assigned 
to a numbered air force 1 January, when the 702d Strategic Missile Wing (ICM-Snark) was 
activated at Presque Isle Air Force Base, Maine, and assigned to the Eighth Air Force. On 27 
May, the first Snark missile was delivered to the 702d, and on 16 July, the 556th Strategic 
Missile Squadron, which had been stationed at Patrick Air Force Base, Florida, conducting test 
launches, and under the direct control of SAC, was inactivated instead of moving to Presque Isle 
as planned. The 702d was unique in that it had no subordinate squadrons. All operational and 
maintenance functions associated with the Snark were handled by the deputy commander for 
missiles. 1959 
 
 
The 352nd Special Operations Group at RAF Mildenhall, UK, was official elevated to wing status, 
becoming the 352nd Special Operations Wing in a ceremony on March 23. "We're thickening up that 
particular overseas location," Air Force Special Operations Command boss Lt. Gen. Bradley Heithold 
said, speaking at a recent Mitchell Institute for Aerospace Studies event. With the addition of CV-22s and 
the conversion to the MC-130J Commando II, the group surpassed the 1,000 personnel-mark required for 
consideration as a wing. In addition, the unit supports US Central Command on top of US European 
Command and US Africa Command and "we think it will be better with regard to commanding and 
controlling it as we make it a wing," Heithold said. The wing numbers some 1,200 personnel comprising 
the 67th Special Operations Squadron with 10 MC-130Js, the 7th SOS with 10 CV-22s, as well as 321st 
SOS special tactics airmen, and support and maintenance units. 2015 
 
 
1 Jan 70  The 39th APR Wing was activated at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri. 



 
25 Jun 1971 The 39th ARRW moved from Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri, to Eglin AFB, 
Florida. 
 
May 80 Following a mass exodus of refugees from Cuba, about 700 were temporarily quartered 
at Eglin AFB, Florida. Forty-eight personnel of the 39th ARR Wing and 66 personnel of the 55th 
ARR Squadron participated in the effort to aid the refugees. 
 

 
Det 2 Howard 
Det 3 Sondrestrom 
Det 4 Thule 
 
 
 
The following March, the 39th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Wing was redesignated the 39th 
SOW, and its squadrons renamed special operations squadrons (SOSs). In May, ARRS 
squadrons in the United Kingdom were redesignated SOSs. This process continued on a 
relentless timetable set forth by Patterson throughout 1988. 
 
 
The 353rd SOW was activated at Clark AB Philippines on 6 April 1989, and plans were firmed 
up to move the 39th SOW to Europe. On 8 May 1989, the 39th SOW raised its flag at Rhein 
Main AS, Germany, putting into place Forward Look's two OCONUS wings." 
 
 
 
The 39th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Wing (MAC) was activated on 01 January 1970 with 
headquarters located at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri. The Wing functions under the 
command of Headqaurters ARRS (MAC), Scott AFB, IL.  The period 01 January 1970 to 01 
April 1970 was an organizational period with the Wing having neither command nor control over 
subordinate units. The 39th ARRW moved to Eglin AFB, FL in June 1971.  
 
As a result of FY72 studies by USAF, the 39 ARRW force composition was changed. 
Reductions in the size of forces and  a mission more oriented toward combat SAR. Twenty-five 
of the 39 ARRWg 's thirty-three detachments were deactivated. 
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